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On the Features and Development Models of World-Class

Universities with Agricultural Characteristics

DONG Weichun WEN Xicheng DONG Wenhao LIU Xiaoguang

(College of Public Administration, Nanjing Agricultural University , Nanjing 210095)

Abstract: The world-class universities with agricultural characteristics ( Ag-WCUs),
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prominent in academic reputation and strong in agricultural sciences, are of great importance to
the agricultural and rural modernization. This paper selects 10 Ag-WCUs as the worldwide
benchmark and studies their basic features and development models. These 10 universities are all
public educational institutions with a long history. They have achieved comprehensiveness and
interdisciplinarity via four different models. Thus, they have strengthened their advantages in
agricultural sciences and their core agricultural disciplines have reached the top of the world-class
disciplines. Their development ideas are mission-centered. Their strategic plans are rational and
sound. Their governance has featured the combination of the essentials of higher education and
their individuality, which has guaranteed their innovation and vitality. In the context when the
“Double World-Class Initiative”, “Rural Revitalization Strategy” and “Emerging Agricultural
Education Construction” are going on the same track, China’s higher agricultural education
should strengthen innovation, and explore actively the development path of Ag-WCUs with
Chinese characteristics.

Keywords: world-class university; agricultural characteristics; development models;

university governance; emerging agricultural education



